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4>n Troops, in 'the Service of the 
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Wounded at the Battle of Bergen in 
Germany, April the ^oth 1759. 
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Sovereign Grace 

D IS PL A y;d, 

IN THE 

Remarkable Converfioa 

OF T H E 

Rt. Hop, . Geo^ Chalks Dykem, 

A, ,FT ER the. battle .of Bergen ia Got- 
jnL:manyy April the ictb 1759- Among 
the many wounded who were brought mtx> 
yrankfort wpoa the Mayne, tbe^e was the 
Right Honourable George. Charles Dykern^ 
Bar«n, Lieutesant General of the Saxoa 
IVoops^ in the ferv'ice of the Kifeig of France : 
he was born of an ancient and noble^ femi- 
ly in Selefia,. April the 10th 17 lo. So 
that it was juft on his. birth day he received 
his wound ; he was of equal abilities as a 
uiinifteif in the clofet,. and a general in the 
field J in his younger years he had gone through 
a regular 4 CQUvfe of . fludy lAthfi. UqlL^^'^^^^-> 



(4) 

! snd made a great proficiency in PhilofopKjr, 
efpecially in mathematicks, afterwards he ftu- 
efied Polemic divinity, till ha^ reafoned him- 
i'elf into an infidel, during his illnefs he fliew- 
cd not the leaft defire o£ pioiis company or 
ferious ^fcouffe, till the Surgeon 'let his valet- 
de-chamber know that he could not live longj. 
the man then aik'd his mafter wether he did 

not chufe to be vifited by a Clergyman ; he 

anfwetcd with warmth,— 1 ihall not trouble thofe 
gentlemen,. I know well myfelf what to be- 
lieve and do; — his man not difcouragM, con- 
tinued thus, — my lord, have you ever found 
me wantiag. in my duty„ all the time I havfe 
•been in your fervice ?— He anfwered no j — ^then. 
replied he I will not be wantmg now,— the Sur- 
geons count you paft hopes of recovery, but 
cevery one is afiraid to tell you fo, ydu ftafid 
on the brink of eternity, pray Sir order a 
Clergyman to be called; — he paus'd a little, 
but Toon gave his hand to the fervant thank'd 
him for his honelhr, and ordered to fend 
for me ( Dr. Frefenius, fenior of the cler- 
gy at Frankfort) when I came the man plainly 
toid me the general was a profefs'd infidel; 
I went in, and after a fhort comjJiment ikid, 
I am told my lord, your life is near an end, 
therefore I prefume without any more ceremo- 
ny to a/k you one plain queftion, is the flat© 
<rfyour foul fucb, that you caa fintertain a 

folid 
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.fkEd 6ope of Sa^vatloa^He aafwer^i yes;-— 
—OR whal grauod jou thisUop^?— He teplied, I 
jstevci committed. aay wll£iil fio^ I faa^e. beea 
UabLe tg- fiailtiegfe butltsuftiia God's mercy 
aoKil. tb&.BQ#nfeSfif his Soiv that, ha will; have 
mejfcy ugon me.: thefe wosds ha utter'^d xrery 
fla^ly^.efpefiiaUj .' theinerits of hiaSoa -S I made 
^ fijJkiwiiigrepljv. I am apt to beletvc you are 
JR0% taiated: with the. gffoffeft. ¥ic€R, but I fear 
yott: a :littleito pjefurnpliaufly boaiiof never 
having .committed wilful.fiEtj; if yon would be 
fev.'d» you; mwftackaowfcdge your being ntterljr 
corrupted by finj, ancl coafequ^atly defcrving 
the curfe of God and eternal damnation;, as to 
jour hoping fer God*s mercy thro', the merits; 
«)f his. Son^ I beg leave to aflc . you^ do you 
IbeUeve .God haS:a Son, that his Soil, aliumed 
•ur nature, m order to her oer Sarlotar^ that iii 
theiexecutioaofhisioffice- he has given ample 
jbtis&^tiofi' foip us^ aad recovered our title t» 
IcavenS — Heaafweced, — I: cannot noy/ avdd 
a:.inoremiTUite.dUcriptroa.©£ the ftate of my 
f)ut.;. let- Bae.teB yoiiv Itoftor^ I haw: feme 
loowfedg^ of philoibphy,, by "which I have 
chofe.for myfelf a way of Salvation; I have 
always cndfeawDUiPed tt>Eve a fober lifb to the 
wtmeii of my powmer.. aot doubJag but the 
Being, of ali beings, would theisi gtacicuCy 
accept me^ Iil trhis way I fiood in fto m ed 
•f CicLft;^ ^^d thexeiiace did not believe en him v. 
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-but if I take Ae Scripture to be a di- 



viae revelatioD^ this way of mine I perceive 
is. not the right one, I muft believe on Chrift 
and thro' him Come to Giod. ^ I replied^ 

jou fay, IF you take the Scriptures to be t 
divine revelation ?-— He fetch'd a deep figh . 

and faid, O Gtod, thou wik make me 

fay^ becaufe I take the fcriptures to be thy 
•word.———! faid there are grounds and 
reafons enough to demonArate the divine origin 
<^ chriflianity, as I could fhew from its moft 
eflential principles, wexe not the period of youF 
life fo fhort; but we need not now that de-« 
lufive method y feith being the gift of Godj 
^ poor finner tottering on the brink cf eter- 
nity, has not. time to enquire about grounds, 
and reafons ^ rather betake youifelf to eameft 
prayer for fiiith, which' if you do, I doubt 
not bu^ God will give it you, I had* 

no fooneri fpoken thefe words, but putting of 
his cap and lifting up his hands and eyes, he^ 
.cried out, — Almighty God 'I am a poor 
curfed Sinner, worthy of damnaticn, but Lord- 
Jefts, eternal &>n of God, thou diedft fcr my^ 
Sinsalfo> it is- thro' Thee alone I can* bs'faved • 

give me Faith, and ftrengthen that Faith,* 
i ■. ■ "B eing extremely weak he was-oblig'd 

to flop here. A little after- he aikM, is- 

Saith enough for^ Salvation? — Yes Sir,, faid- 

1 if it.- be liveing Faiih^ — ^methinks faid htv 
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Jt is fc already,— I perceive it. will be more- 
fcby and by, let us pray for it.— Perceiving 
he was very weak^ and to give, him fome reit, 
I retired into the next room^ but hefoonfent 
to call' me,. I ibuhd him praying and JefLS, 
was all he prajed for* I reminded him cf 
ibrce fcriptures treating of Faith in, Chrifl^ 
and he was much> delighted wich them ; in-^ 
deed he was qnite fwallowedup by the -grace 
of Jefus, and woviJd hear of nothing but Je- 
fus Chrift' aad Kim crucified ; he cried out, 
—I do not know how it is with me, I ne- 
ver hi my liie felt fuch a Change, I have 
power to lave Jefus, and to-- believe in him, 
whom I fo tong rejcf^ed- O my Jefus 1k)*v* 
merciful art thou to ir.e! 

About' noon L ftept home; but he fent for 
n:e directly, fo that I could fcarce eat my din- 
ner; we were both fiird with Joy as the parta- 
kers of the fame grace which isin Jefijs, and 
that,.in fuoh a. manner as if. we had been ac- 
quainted together for many years. Many of- 
ncers- of the army came to fee him coaitinual- 
fy, to all cf whom he talked as- freely of Je- 
fus,— of the Grace of the f'ather in Him,— and 
of the power of the Holy Ghcfl thro* Him,, 
wondering without cealing at= his having found 
Jei'us, and at the happy change,, by which all 
things on this fide eternity M'here become indif- 
ferent tf hi-n. 



In the afternoon he-defired toPartaltcof dfe 
Lord's Supper which be received withaf hkIu 
ing prailing and rejoiceiflg hearty all the refc. 
of the day he continued in the fame ftaJt3&o£' 
foul; tawiirds the evening he jdeiired. that if 
his end (hould approach 1 woukf ceme to Iftiar^ 
v/hich I pronaifed, but he did notfimi fo» mtr 
till next morning- I \v;as. told by hi9 Yalieit 
that ha flept well for feme hours^ and? jcheit 
v/akeing prayjcd for a confideiable. time- eomti^ 
nually mentioning, our Lord, andliis.inaft^pre* 
cious blood, and thkt. he- had. delimt ftvcmt 
of the c>fficers to make . his cortverfiom kaowa 
to his court (that of the king c£ Fofeadj) Af- 
ter fome difcourfe I rrfk'd^ has your view of 
Chrifl and his redemption been never altered 
nor obfcur&i^fince yetterday? He anfwered,~to. 
neither alfe^r'd rjor obfcured, 1 have noidcublr 
not even a remote cne, it isjuft the fame with, 
nie as if I had always believed ani neveir 
drtibted, ib gracious is the Lord. Jefus.ta met 
a (Inner f 

The focond dlfiy he was- unwearied with piajfeix 
nnd exercifes of Faith ; towards evening he fent 
for me fii haite, when T came 1 found hinji 
dyiag' and iin a kiad- ofdilirium, fo Icculd do* 
no more than give him a word cf comfort. — 
I piayed aitervvajsdv f r him* and thofe- that 
were preferot: icme^ "of whom, were cf high; 
birth and rank;,-- 1 then by. im^iolition cf handsi. 
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as ufual gave hiin a" bleffing, which being 
dene, he expired immediately.— Aroyal prince 
who was there (prince X^vier ef Saxony) 
could not forbear weeping; — the reft of the 
officers bewailed the death of their general, 
yet praifed God for having Ihewn fuch mer* 
cy to him. 

I wrote an. account of it without delay to his 
mother, and had an immediate anfwer. She 
was a lady of ieventy two of examplary piety : 
She praifed Gcd for his mercy, adding, tl^t 
h* had now anlwered the prayers which flie 
had never ceafed^ to offer oq his behalf for 
eleven years.. 
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*rh«fe Eyes, that once atus*d their Sight;,' 
Kow lift to thee their watr'y Light, 

And weep a filent Flood; 
Thefc* Hands affcend in ceaflefs Pray'r^ 
O wafli away the Stains they wear. 

In pure r^deeniing Blood. 



Thefe Ears, that pleased could entcrtaifi; 
The midnight Oath^ the luftful Strain, 

When round the feftal Board : 
Now deaf to all th enchanting Noife, 
Avoid the Throng, deteft the Joys, 

And prefs to hear thy Word. 



Thus art thou ferv'd in every Pajt," 
Co on dear Lord, transform my H^eart,' 

This drofly thing refine ; 
Thus Grace ihall Nature's Strength controul,' 
And a new Creature— -Body-.-Soul 

£e, Lord for ever thine. 
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